A number of the fungi that are able to cause disease in man North-Holland, Amsterdam, 1952) . In the case of the yeast C. neoformans, the organism was also tested for ability to grow at a temperature of 37 C, for urease activity, and for the ability to produce starch. None of the relatively few molds observed was a species considered to be pathogenic, but the yeast C. neoformans was encountered in 9 of the 20 samples of exudate from mesquite and not from that of any other desert plant examined. The frequency of the occurrence of this organism would appear to be significant from the public health point of view. Further ecological studies as well as an investigation of the virulence of the strains are in progress. 
